


and teach at The Creative Outlet Dance Center 
here in Fairhope. Dean has been an illustrator/ 
fi ne artist here for over 30 years. He has many 
int erests such as Fairhope Single Tax, as 
well as Fairhope's history and development. 
We have two children: a daughter, Megrez 
Ravel, 20, who is a junior at Pacific University 
in Oregon, and Cleveland Turner, 13, an 8th 
g rader at Fairhope Middle schooL,Dean was 
good friends with Mom & Dad (Butch & Craig 
Sheldon) for about 5 years before we met. 
The folks were delighted when we married, 
after which the four of us worked on numerous 
proj ects together for many years, including 

t he two houses. 
Since both of 
Pagan's parents 
have passed 
away, she was 
left with the 
decision on what 
t o do with her 
parents' home. 
" W en Mom, 
( Mrs. Sheldon) 
passed away we 

ere determined 
not to sell the 
hou se or develop 
t ownhouses on 
t he front side of 
t he property," 
Pagan recalls . "Likewise we didn't like the 
idea of renting the house long term, as part 

f t he charm and history would be lost when 
ot hers moved in. We looked at the idea of the 
East ern Shore Art Center expanding into the 
pro perty, but we decided on the Guest House 
oncept." 

And this fairytale location is perfect for a 
weekend stay or special events, such as 
weddings or anniversary parties. "With one 
of the most unique hand crafted houses 
anywhere nestled into acres of parkland, yet 
w ithin a few blocks of downtown, shops, the 
parks and bay, we feel our location offers 
the perfect getaway for people who want to 
experience something absolutely enchanting. 
When guest come they will get to see & enjoy 
all the unique art and history on the inside 
of the castle, and Cafe Amore has agreed to 

supply the breakfast meal. Our guests ca~ 
order in from their menu or dine at the Cafe 
being it is so close." 
It wasn't easy getting started, though. Since 
the house was built, there was a lot that 
needed to be upgraded. "We incorporated on 
April Fools Day this year but we were delayed 
in opening for business due to the need to 
rewire and redo the plumbing in the house. 
We took our first booking on June 20th in 
honor of mother's 88th birthday." 
Although they've only been accepting 
reservations for a little more than a month, 
they've already learned a bit from it. "Oh, 

it's mostly small~---------..... 
things, nothing 
really big. I guess 
that's beca use 
Dean has his own 
business that is 
over 30 years 
old, and I've 
been running the 
Creative Outlet 
Dance Center 
with my talented 
partner, Eugenia 
Lanaux, for years. 
When you run an 
art and or dance 
business for as 
long as we have, 

you have a lot of experience with people. It 
all comes down to giving your best so your 
clients or guests feel special." 
You would be hard pressed not to feel special 
in a place like this. The Fairhope Storybook 
Castle is an enchanting place to be indeed, and 
it's now open for bookings and reservations . 
If you are interested in booking the castle for 
a special event, or if you have some out-of
town guests coming in and would like to treat 
them to a magical stay in Fairhope, you can call 
251-928-4347. They are located at 457 Oak 
Avenue, just down from the Eastern Shore Art 
Center. They are currently working on their 
website, www.fairhopesstorybookguesthouse. 
com, which will be up later this summer. 
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